A case of pulmonary metastasis from breast cancer following an 18-year disease-free interval that responded to tamoxifen treatment.
A 61-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital with an abnormal shadow on chest roentgenogram. She had undergone a radical mastectomy for right breast cancer 18 years previously. Since pleural dissemination was noted at the time of thoracotomy, only tumor biopsy was performed. Although a decisive diagnosis could not be obtained histologically, the tumor resembled breast cancer and the estrogen receptor status was positive. She underwent post-operative chemotherapy and tamoxifen treatment. After tamoxifen treatment, complete response was observed. The patient is now doing well without recurrence about 10 years after thoracotomy. Based on the clinical course, we obtained both a definitive diagnosis and complete remission.